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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS

ocT 2 4 2003

303050 :AVH
3311/2003-375

Mr. Lennis F. Savage II1IT
Hiskboric Arms, LLC

1488 Cherry Road
Franklin, Georgia 30217

Dear Mr. Savage:

This ig a revised reply to vour letter of April 28,
2003, regarding a semiautomatic version of a Russian
RPD-type machinegun submitted for examination. This
is your second submission of the subject firearm, with
alterations reflecting the results of the previous
examination conducted by this office. The submitted
firearm is identified as a Model RPD-SA, serial number
Q2.

Examination of the resubmitted firearm has disclosed
the following:

The receiver of the submitted weapon appears to be
newly manufactursed from sclid mstal and is incapable
of accepting RPFD-type machinegun components.

The submitted firearm is belt fed.

The bolt carrier has a modified piston post that is
permanently installed. This piston post is slotted to
accommodate the firing pin movement as the bolb cams
pacikward and the iocking iugs protrude outward.

The submitted firearm fires from the closed bolt
position using a spring-loaded firing pin
approximately 4-1/2 inches long that projects beyond
the rear face of the bolt, allowing contact with the
gtriker. The hammer portion and sear surface have
been removed from the operating slide. A separate
sliding =striker is incorporated, moving on the recoil

WWW.ATF. TREAS.GOV
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Mr. Lennis F. Savage TII

spring push rod, and during a firing cycle, being
retained by the sear as the bolt moves forward to
chamber a cartridge.

Test firing on July 7, 2003, using both Russian
military and commercial 7.62x3%mm caliber ammunition,
indicated that the piston assembly and bolt carrier
functioned as designed, preventing the firearm from
functioning in the automatic mode. Test firing the
firearm in the condition received resulted in the
firearm functioning in the semiautomatic mode only.

Based on the results from the test firing of the
Hizstoric Arms LLC semiautomabic RPD-type firearm,
Model RPD-5&, serial number X002, the firearm is
classified as a "firearm” as defined in the Gun
Control Act of 1968, Title 18, U.S.C., Chaptexr 44,
Secktion 921{a) {3}. & firearm manufactured in this
configuration would not be a "machinegun” as defined
in Title 26, U.S5.C., Chapter 53, Section 5845(b), of
the National Firearms Act (NFA} and would not be
subject to NFA provisions.

Further, in the configuration received, it would not
be a “semiautomatic assault weapon® as defined in 18
U.5.C. Section %2i(al {30). Utilizing only 10 of the
imported parts listed in 27 CFR, Part 178,

Section 178.39, the firearm would not ke assembled in

violation of 18 U.S.C. Section 222 (r).

The above classification applies to the firearm as
received and produced as described above. Any
alterations to this configuratinm could regult in this
classification being subject to review.

Wz thank vou for your inguiry and trust that the
foregoing has been responsive.

Sincerely yours,

— ——— L

Sterling Wixon
Chief, Firearms Technology Branch
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Mr. Ralph Merrill

President

Vector Arms, Incorporaced
270 Weat 500 North

HMorth Salt Lake, Utah 84054

Dear Mr_. Merrill:
Thim refers to your prototype cloasd-bols, Eiring,

pemiautomatic copy of the Russian PO light machinegun
that was received by the Pirearms Technology Branch,

.Bureay of Alcchol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
{ATP}, on Octeber 30, 20403, for the purposes of

axamination and classification.

The submitted sample resombles a Ru.s-stia.':n_, RPO-typ=

machinegun and contains certain origina: HED
componaents. These includa the barral assembly. faed
mechanism, forearm, cocking handle, pistcl grip, and
buttetock.

As you are sware, the National Firsarme Aot (NFA). 26

- U.B.C. § 5845(k), defines the term "machinegun® to
“include the following

wAny weapon that shoots, 1s designed to shoot, or can be

readily restored to shook, automatically more than one
shot, without manual reloading, by a single fupchion of the
rrigger. This term shall alss includs che fzpme oF

- reseiver of any ssch weapon, any Carc designed anc intended

solely and sxclusively, o comkination of parts dasicmed

. and intended, for use in converting a woapon iako a

machinegun, and any combipation of parts Ircm which a

- machinegun <an be agsembled if such parts are in the
~posgession or under tke control of & person
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Mr, Ralph Merrill.
fus sxarinatiorn has fourwd that the reoeiver haz bheen
marufactured from an original recelvery section and a
newly manufactured receiver section. The forward halfl

of the receiver, approximately 6-1/2 inches long, was
kaken from an original RID. machinegun. The rear
section, approximately 6-1/2 inchess Iong, has been
newly manufastured. . Thage -gections have been welded
" pogether. You indicate ‘that the production
) - gemiautomatic receivers Wwill be sntirely manufactuzred
o by your firm and not from mated recelvar sections.

Also, we found ;ha;, internally, the proTotype
receiver differs from an originmal RPD receiver. The
slota in the beoctom' of the receiver are approximately
i inah shorter than the cofresponding slots in aa RED
" receiver. This prevents the installation of 2
¢ functicral machinegun trigger greupfbuttatock
 assewbly. Further, the bolt carrier track slet on Che
- interior right wall has afi-additional rib ruaning tae
“. full length of the new saetion. The takeccw1 srosspin
hole in the rear of the-regeiver has been gnlarged to
inhibit the use ol an ﬁriginal cressplo.

With regard to the ;rlggg:;hmusin , we found that the
slot within it has been elongated to accommedate 2
mnewly designed triggerfseaxﬂdlsccﬁneﬁ_c* acgambly.

Fitted within the rea= ‘of:the housing iz 2 spring-

. astuated hammer agsemhly, ‘Thig assembly consists of 2

‘hammer block, slotted outer tube, ceil spring, and
 tubular guide rod.

" pur examinacion noted that the original belt carriar
‘has been redesigned. The searx catch con the underside
has pesn machined away. & slot has been machined
‘throughout the length of the right "axl This slot
mates with the rib within the rail slst of the
.5reﬂe1var. The ariginal hammer sL:face hae been
"remnvcﬁ fxom the raised rear area. This seecicn has
furthar bheen machined, and 2 eliding hammer extension
rnatalled Thiz extemgion delivers tha inertia from
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Mr. Ralph Merriil

the semiautomatic hammer 6 the rear of ne
firing pin within ths belt. The firing pin has baen
gshortensd Lo approximately Z.%23% inches in lengoh.

Baesed on our ageseasment, we Tecommnand incorporabion of
ehe fallawing changes in. the Sezign 2f the receiwver
and belt carriers :

= The shortening By i“iﬁgh forward end, <f the
bolt-carrier tracs s otE on the intericr receivers
walls. - R

s The extension of the &

: enter rib on the Tignt
MR e interior slot tor the falliength =of the remainder
ST ' of the track sloci. :

» The shortening by 1 inch of the rails on the
gides of the beolt carrier.

‘With respact to bthe domestic production of parts, you
.indicate that the following componsnts will he - S
= mamifactured in the United States: . -

frame/receiver;

- trigger;

- hammer;

- gear: _

- disconnector; and
- bukbtsteck.

Alao, vou indicate that the fellowing components will
"bBe iwmportad:

bBarrel;

bolt;

- ‘bolt carrier; R FE

~ . ‘eperating rod; : v
o gas piaton; ’ :
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Mr_. Ralph Merrill

- trigger housing
- pistol grip:

- forearm; and

- magezine body.

“ Wot applicable to this btype of firearm zre the
following components:

- krundion hklook;

- muzzle attachment;

- magazine follower;

- magazine flocrplate.

TR magazine drum body accompanied the submitted
© firearm.. Found within the drum was an ammunition 1ink
© S belt assembly consisting of 50 individual links.

- The submitted prototype, incorporating our suggested
- receiver and bolt-carrier ﬂﬂdlf icaticns, would o2 a

L wazpon designed to fire frow the clesed-bolt position
i-dn the semiautomatic made. | Tt would not constlituts a
Mmachinegun” as defined within the WFA. Il remains &
cMfirearm” ag defined in 18 w.S.C. S21/al (3). Assembiy
jbf this firearm, using the: parts asz described above,
owould not be in violation of 18 U. 8.0, 322 {r).

‘Markings on the receiver include "00001", "RPD-ZA",
CCPCAL. 7.82 x 38Y, apd “VECTOR- ARMS NSL-UT*. Feceral
- yegulations, specifically 27 CFR 472.32, state the

S otifellowing with respect to markings:

DML emch licenesed mapufacturer . or licensed irporter cf any
S firearm manufactured or imported shall legibly idenzify
‘sanh aueh firearm by engraving; cesting, staoping
‘limpressing), or otherwise sonapicususly plaging or cauaing
ko be ‘engraved, cast, stampa& {impressed) or placed on the
rame or receiver therecf in a manner not susceptible uf
ging veadily oblitarated,. altered, or removed, an
-inﬂiri&ual gerial number 1nt duplicabing any serial number
ylach.hy thcnunufactu:¢“ or imperter on 2ny other fizearm,
engraving, casting, atamping {lmﬂresa ngl, ey
LEE conspisuocusly p‘acing ‘or caus ng to be engraved,
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Mr. Ralph Merrill

PABL, stamped (impressed).. or placed on the frame or
Teceiver, or barrel therenf in a manaer of nor susceptibla
of being readily chliterated, altersd or fenoved, bhe
model, if auch designaticn hag hean made; She calibes ar
gauvge; the pams {or Tecognizedabbraviation of samz) of the
mamnufacturer and alse, when dpplicable, of the importer: in
the case of a damesticazly_maug'iircarm, the city and Btate
c e et recognized akbbreviation'thersof) wherein che licensed
oo manufacturer maintaing ite place of business; and in the
- i case of an impnrtad-sirgh:ﬁﬁgtﬁe'nam& of the country in
lowhieh marufactursd and ‘the  city wnd State (ov recognized
‘abbreviation therecf) of the dmporter...

s manuiactured or irported
‘con-and-after January 30,72002, the engraving, casting,
.9 stamping fimpressing}'pggﬁhe serial nusber must he
£0 3 minimum depth of 003 0f an inch and a winimem

3§Pleasa_nota that fﬁr.firég

¢£:a-minimum depth of L0033 of an inecl:,

B@aﬂd vpon our asseoement and roview o8 aprplicakle
‘Federal statutes and regulations, we have determined
-that the submitted link assembly conatitures = “large
Capacity ammunicion feeding devicer as defined in 18
U.8.C. 921(a){31). Manufacture of such devices aitar
September 14, 19394, ls restricted for law enforcement
or for Government use. ‘Possessior of such devices
manufactured prior te that.date is unrestricced,

e ;hank you for your iﬁégi;y and submittad DEoOEatYRe
and trust that the foregeing review has been
Zesponsive to vour reguest for an avaluation.

Sincereiv voura,

Sterling Niwen
Chief, Firearms Technology Sranch

p.8

iElatAM FE

‘height of 1/16 of an inch. . All other markings must be.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AMND FIREARMS
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Mr. Lennis F. Savage IIT
Historic Arms, LLC

1486 Cherry Road
Franklin, Georgia 30217

Dear Mr. Savage:

This is in reply to vour letter of May 19, 2003, and
submitted sample of the BM-3000 prototype upper
receiver. This prototype is based on the Historic
Arms Model REPD-SA semiautomatic rifle and is designed
for potential use wikth registered M-11 type
machineguns.

The submitted sample rezembles a Russian RPD-type
machinegun and contains certain RPD components
including the barrel, feed mechaniam, forearm, bipod,
and modified buttstock assembly.

Baszed on an examination of the submitted firearm and
the information vou have provided, we note that the
receiver has been assembled using sections of a
previously destroyed RFD machinegun receiver. You
state that you are developing a CNC-manufactured
receiver that would be produced from scolid metal.

The submitted sample also incorporates an open bolt
firing mechaniam. Additicnally, the receiver has
been remanufactured to such dimensions that it is no
longer capable of accepting an RPD machinegun type of
trigger housing. It is designed to be installed on an
M-11 type machinegun frame or receiver.

s defined in 26 U.5.C. Section 5845 (b) of the
National Firearms Act (NFA), the term "machinegun"
means “any weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot,
or can be readily restored to shoot auvtomatically more

WWW ATF. TREAS.GDV
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Mr. Lennis F. Savage III

than one shob, without manual releading, by & single
function of the trigger. The term ghall also include
the frame or receiver of any such weapon, any part
designed and intended solely and exclusively, or
combination of parts designed from which a machinegun

can be assembled if such parts are il possession or
under the eontrol of a person.”

The phrase, "shoots automatically,” covers weapons
that will functien automatically. The “readily
restorable phrase defines weapons which previously
could shoot automatically but will not shoot in their
present condition. By enploying the word, vdesigned, "
the definition includes weapons which have not
previously functioned as machineguns but possess
specific machinegun design features which facilitate
sutematic fire by simple alteraticn or elimination of
existing component parts.

Due to its-design and construction, we find that the
BM-3000 as provided, in and of itself, incorporates
the frams or recelver of a machinegun and, therefore,
is 2 “machinegun” as defined in section 5845 (b} of the
NFA. The fact that it uses an M-11 machinegun as &
trigger housing does not preclude classification of
the upper receiver as a racelver.

Finally, the sample is subject to all the provisions
of the NFaA, and it is subject to 18 U.s.C.
Sectlon %22{o).

Since the submitted sample has been determined to be a
machinequn, and is nct registered in accordance with
the provisicns of the NFA, we are unable to return it
until you complete an ATF Form 2, Notice Of Firearms
Manufactured Cr Imported. Please provide this office
with instructions concerning disposition of the item
within 60 days, or it will be considered abandoned and
will be disposed of in accordance with the needs of
the Government.

.10
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We thank you for vour ingquiry and regret that the
foregoing assessment could not have been more
favorable.

Sincerely yours,

(S

Chief, Wirsarms Technology Branch

.11



